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Present: John Steele (Chairman), Dave Crimmin (Clerk), Colin Spence (Suffolk County 
Councillor), Frank Lawrenson (Babergh District Councillor), PC Simon Vaughan, 
and 29 members of the public including 3 GWPC councillors. 

2018/01 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies received from Margaret Maybury (Babergh District Councillors) and Tina Hosford. 
 
2018/02 Minutes of Meeting held on 24th April 2017 
The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 
2018/03 Police Report 
PC Simon Vaughan updated residents on the role of an SNT PC in the Communities team and 
highlighted the issues faced by: 

• The reduction in staff since April 2017 

• Community PC’s often being re-assigned to other issues not directly related to the 
community but their secondary roles 

• The coverage that three PC’s have in the Communities team. 
 

He also asked residents to highlight any policing issues they may have to the SNT as with the right 
priority it would in time be attended by the SNT. 
 
2018/04 Great Waldingfield Conservation Area Consultation 
Patrick Taylor introduced the consultation on the Great Waldingfield Conservation Area which will 
run until the 30th June 2018.  All responses to Babergh’s Heritage department. 
 
2018/05 Parish Council Report 
John Steele gave the Parish Council report. “At the 12 Parish Council meetings in the last year, the 
councillors considered 32 planning applications and one appeal. When our responses to the 
planning applications are reviewed against Babergh’s decisions, there are very few differences. 
 
However, we must still complain of the way that the community has been marginalised in the 
decision to approve Chilton Woods.  Whilst understanding Babergh’s need to get its supply of 
housing on track with government’s housing targets, the regard that has been given to residents’ 
expectations of mitigating the issues of putting 1,150 new homes on the site has been nothing 
short of scandalous.  I hope that I am wrong, but I fear that Chilton Woods will become a blight on 
the local community rather than the exemplar development that we have been promised for many 
years. 
 
Great Waldingfield Parish Council after discussing with Babergh the likely impact of its emerging 
Joint Local Plan on Great Waldingfield, decided that a Neighbourhood Plan be developed to help 
shape the future of development in the parish rather than fight with certain applications when 
submitted to Babergh.  The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group are now busy undertaking the 
engagement with residents in order to understand how you want the village to look like over the 
next 20 years.  If you have not been approached yet, I suspect that will be different in the next 6 
months or so. 
 
Great Waldingfield Parish Council has set a precept of £45,290 which will mean a 0% increase in 
the Band D Council Tax for 2018 / 2019.   
 
Last September we were able to implement the Speed Indicator Device scheme which enables 3 
SID’s to be deployed in the village for 2 weeks in every 6. The Speedwatch volunteers have run 
monthly surveys throughout the last year, they continue to monitor motorists who speed through 
our village. If there is anyone who is interested in joining the scheme, as we are always looking for 
volunteers then please contact me. 
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We trust that the Christmas tree lights last year met with your approval, and despite very windy 
conditions, it was good to see many of you there for the switch-on, if for not much longer! Thanks 
to Andrew Barlow for organising this on behalf of the parish council.  The Community Wardens, 
Bradley Smith and his team, continue to have a positive impact on the village and we would like to 
thank them for their much-appreciated efforts and contributions. 
 
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Garden still continues to get more impressive as plants get 
established. Our band of volunteers still continue to make the plan devised by Linda Lutz a reality. 
We again thank all those volunteers who look after the garden and other open spaces around the 
village for their hard work. Also, a mention for George Millins for his work within the nature area at 
the Bowls club.  We hope that residents continue to be happy with the arrangements that we have 
in place to have the footpaths cut by our own contractor on 6 occasions during the year.  
 
I would again like to take this opportunity to thank the Parish Councillors for their time and efforts 
on behalf of the Parish, and for their support for the achievements of this last year.  
I would also like to thank Stewart Sowman for all his support on the Parish Council.  Stewart 
moved to Polstead last month and has now decided to stand down from the council.  If your 
interested in finding out what the role of a councillor is please speak to our Clerk, myself or any 
other councillor. 
 
I would also like to express my thanks to all the other voluntary bodies in the village who continue 
to make life that little bit easier and better by doing their bit. 
 
Finally, I would like to express my thanks and the thanks of the Parish to our County Councillor 
Colin Spence for the donations and help he has afforded us and the work he carries out on our 
behalf within the county council. Also our thanks to the district councillors Margaret Maybury and 
Frank Lawrenson for their efforts on our behalf at Babergh District Council.” 
 
2018/06 Report from County Councillor 
Colin Spence gave his report which highlighted the issues dealt with over the past year at Suffolk 
County Council.  “During the past year the County Council has attempted to move forward on a 
number of key major issues whilst meeting the serious continual challenges of reductions in its 
budget including: 
 

• Consulting on the future Record Office Service in Lowestoft 

• Proposal to change home to school travel  

• Suffolk to use drone technology to help manage blue light service incidents 

• More than 97% of students receive their preferred Secondary School on National Offer Day 

• Alignments of Ipswich’s Upper Orwell Crossings unveiled 

• 2018/2019 Budget Setting 

• Suffolk Highways goes to war on potholes 

• Suffolk Waste Partnership awarded £10,000 to help tackle blight of litter 

• Volunteers needed to help Suffolk get composting 

• Residents are invited to take part in Suffolk’s biggest walking festival to date 

• Suffolk to host opening stage of OVO Energy Women’s Tour 
 
County Councillor’s Locality Budget.  Every County Councillor has access to a small budget to 
support local initiatives and projects. The budget was set this year at £8000.00 and covers my 
whole Division i.e. Sudbury East and the rural parishes of Acton, Chilton, Great & Little 
Waldingfield.  During the past year I have been able to support grants totalling £1015.00 to Great 
Waldingfield Parent Teacher Association to finance the cost of a Friendship Bench in the Primary 
School’s playground; tree surgery to a number of trees around the School pond and assist in the 
provision of Tracksuits for the school’s Sports Team.” 
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2018/07 Report from District Councillor 
Frank Lawrenson updated the meeting with Margaret Maybury’s report on the last year at Babergh.  
“One of the top priorities for the District Council this year has been to increase the number of 
affordable homes available for local people. New affordable homes are now occupied in both 
Lavenham and Glemsford with more being built under a Community Land Trust scheme in 
Lavenham under a partnership with Hastoe Housing. Sadly it is a fact that the ratio between 
salaries and the cost of housing is rising with MSDC residents needing 9 times their salary and 
BDC 11 times to purchase an average priced home. Across the joint districts 1,751 active 
households are looking for affordable housing. Chilton Woods having gained outline planning 
permission should bring 25% affordable housing for the District over the development. 
 
CIL Community Infrastructure Levy came into being this year and the increased benefits for 
parishes as well as the District is now filtering through.  Supporting local economy is another 
priority and Sudbury is a key focal point for this. A Vision for Sudbury initiative commenced in 
October and priority plans to revitalise the town centre is foremost. Funding of £3.4 across the two 
Leisure Centres in Sudbury and Hadleigh has been agreed which will allow the centres to become 
self sufficient with increased facilities.  A Leisure Strategy has been introduced enabling a 
structured approach to encouraging an active life style along with Eat Out Eat Well Awards. 
 
Local government has a challenging time balancing the budget but still maintaining services and 
this year has been particularly challenging with funding from central government soon to end and 
New Homes Bonus being reduced. Our move to Endeavour House in Ipswich made savings as 
has our continued working together with MSDC. The merger as it is called, the dissolving of two 
district councils to form a new one, is now on hold after the move by the Leader of SCC, Colin 
Noble, to revisit the idea of a Unitary Council. 
 
The move to Endeavour House, Ipswich, by both District Councils has seen customer access 
points located in Sudbury and Stowmarket. The Sudbury Town Hall access point was selected 
after it emerged the majority of callers at Corks Lane, Hadleigh, originated from Sudbury and 
surrounding areas. Working in the same building as SCC and the Clinical Commissioning Groups 
(Health) will save £5.4m over 5 years. Agile working for staff has been embraced and the building 
is a focal centre for all Councillors. 
 
Council Tax increased by 3.25% with those residents most in need only having to pay 5% of their 
council tax, a reduction from 8.5%. Tenants have benefitted from a 1% reduction in rent too. As a 
District we collect the Council Tax on behalf of SCC, the Police, Town and Parish Councils as well 
as ourselves but we only receive 10%. 
 
The Council has invested £50m across the two Districts under CIFCO as a vehicle to support the 
Councils revenue Fund. The Councils have also introduced charged pre-planning application 
advice achieving an income of £88,000. 
 
The Councils continue to grant fund which has enabled external funding of over £1.7m. Babergh 
has supported the purchase ofShotley Pier, encouraged fit villages, and celebrated the 80th 
anniversary of Arthur Ransome’s book “we didn’t mean to go to sea”. BDC has also gifted 
Gainsborough Chambers to the Gainsborough House Museum. 
 
The Council has embraced environmental issues with the Trees for Life campaign whereby every 
new child born during the Summer of 2018 to the winter of 2019 will receive a tree which can be 
planted in their family’s garden or donated to a community wood, orchard or project. The Council 
has also encouraged food hygiene grading for food premises with 60% gaining the top scoring. 
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Locally I have supported the Neighbourhood Plan being investigated by Great Waldingfield, 
attended parish council meetings regularly and listened and advised where applicable on issues 
raised by residents. Unfortunately a spell of ill-health did restrict some of my duties. 
 
Personally I have been honoured to represent the Waldingfield Ward these last three years and 
thank residents for their continued support. I was appointed to the very first Cabinet in May 2017 
as the member for Communities and I am very pleased to report that I have retained that position. I 
believe my greatest success in this role has been to secure the futures of the Leisure Centres in 
Sudbury and Hadleigh with a new swimming pool being planned in Hadleigh to replace the 
creaking tank currently being used. I am also proud to be able to state that the recent Public Realm 
consultation concluded a satisfactory review which stated the Council gained value for money from 
its contractors, but as always there is more to be done.  I extend my best wishes to all residents of 
Great Waldingfield.” 
 
2018/08 Parochial Church Council 
Rev Carolyn Hallett gave the following report.  “2017 began with a Confirmation Service in January 
at which an adult and a teenager were confirmed by Bishop Mike. It was a lovely celebration 
followed by Zimbabwean music and a very hearty lunch! 
 
During Lent we again ran a Course, this time based on The Lord’s Prayer, which helped us to think 
more deeply about that very familiar prayer, and so to pray it more meaningfully. Just before Easter 
we spent a morning helping the younger children understand the real meaning of Easter through 
stories and very small objects they collected in a plastic egg. The older children held a mock trial of 
Jesus – and concluded that he was not guilty! We met each evening during Holy week to consider 
the passion story in John’s Gospel, and ran two very successful Easter Workshops for children 
during the school holidays. 
 
In late May we spent 3 days at Sizewell Hall on our annual Church Holiday; we learnt more about 
our faith in the mornings, enjoyed good food, and relaxed by the sea, actively or otherwise! 
In September, the children came to church for a service for the beginning of the school year, and 
then in October we celebrated Harvest. This year, The Harvest Supper was in Acton Village Hall, 
and was well attended by people from both Acton and Great Waldingfield. The food was good, and 
we were entertained afterwards as well. The children came to church for their Harvest Service, and 
then helped deliver bags of harvest goods to some of the older people in the village. We were also 
able to give some to Storehouse, the Food Bank in Sudbury. 
 
At the beginning of November, we held our annual Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance at 
which we remember loved ones who have died. As always, a good number of people came; they 
find it a helpful way to remember their loved ones.  Later in the month we welcomed people of all 
ages, along with the Uniformed Organisations and other young people, to the Remembrance Day 
Service here in Great Waldingfield. 
 
During Advent, the Reception children enjoyed taking a beautiful Knitted Travelling Crib, made by 
people in the village, home for a night each. They kept a sheep to remind them about it. We went 
to First Friends to tell them the Christmas Story, ending up with the wise men giving Jesus their 
gifts, and us giving each of them a gold coin, which needless to say they enjoyed! The whole 
school then came to church for their Carol Service, which was very ably led by the Head Boy and 
Girl. At church we formed a choir for the Carol Services here and in Acton, and then celebrated 
Christmas at the Midnight Service here. 
 
It’s been a busy year again, and apart from these special events, we continue to take assemblies 
weekly in the school, visit people who are elderly or unwell, or have been bereaved, and serve the 
village community as best we can.  We are grateful to everyone who supports us in any way, on 
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the gift day and through coming to various events, some of which help us to raise much-needed 
funds, both to maintain the building, and to support the work we do. Thank you.” 
 
2018/09 Braithwaite Allotment Trust 
Rev Carolyn Hallett gave the following report.  “The Trustees met twice in 2017, the summer 
meeting being preceded by a walk round both sets of allotments, most of which were being well 
tended. The additional water bath put in last year is now being well-used.  Dave Crimmin has 
worked hard as Treasurer sorting out the change of signatories, setting up a Direct Debit for 
Anglian Water and dealing with a dormant Savings Account. 
 
At the request of one tenant, a vote was taken about the suggestion that dogs should be banned 
on the Lavenham Road allotments, and the gate locked, but the overwhelming majority of tenants 
were against both proposals. Updated guidance had been issued to all tenants regarding such 
issues as dogs and bonfires.” 
 
2018/10 Friends of St Lawrence 
Rev Carolyn Hallett gave the following report.  “The Friends of St Lawrence again ran a very 
successful Plant Sale in May which raised much-need funds to help maintain the fabric of the 
church. Many thanks to those who organise it, and to all who support the Plant Sale. The south 
wall of the church has been re-plastered up to the windows; we can’t do any more until it has dried 
out, so we’re hoping for a hot, dry summer!” 
 
2018/11 Primary School Governors 
The Clerk read to report submitted by Headmistress Tina Hosford.  We now officially have seven 
classrooms so are able to offer single age classes. A seventh classroom was completed in 
September last year and although building work always causes some disruption it was worth it to 
see the children in Year 4 learning in their new space. This summer the kitchen is being 
refurbished which will give it smart modern look and enable the cook to offer a far more varied 
menu. In addition the large LPG tank that obscures the pedestrian entrance will be removed as the 
school now has mains gas – well almost! 
 
The donations from the village to contribute to the cost of having the trees around the pond 
coppiced or trimmed were gratefully received. We were overwhelmed by the generosity shown and 
how the village have embraced the project. The plan is to restore the pond to its former glory so 
everyone can enjoy it. Branchlines have been extremely kind in giving their time to the project and 
it is hoped that joint working parties from the school and Branchlines will continue the work started 
by the tree surgeon. 
 
Of course this year we are hoping to finally get the go ahead from the Parish Council for a safe 
area on which to play sport. Research tells us overwhelmingly how important exercise is to a 
child’s well-being and our school is committed to providing our children the opportunity to play 
sport to a high standard. Our efforts were recognised when we received the School Games Gold 
Award. However schools have to continue their commitment to sport to maintain their ‘Gold’ status. 
Recently Nina Bickerton, the Schools’ Health and Safety Advisor, visited Great Waldingfield and 
was appalled at the state of the playing field where the children are expected to play sport. The 
one poorly maintained five-a-side goal does nothing to inspire young sports players. I do hope that 
this will be the year the school and the Parish Council can work together to provide a sporting 
facility that everyone can enjoy. 
 
To our delight the new National Funding Formula is now in place which means funds are more 
equally shared between schools. However funding is calculated by the number of children on role 
at the school so it is important that we are the first choice for families in the village. Of course our 
numbers and the success of the school very much depends on young people making Great 
Waldingfield their home.  
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This year we were sorry that Barry Abson had to relinquish his governor role due to personal 
circumstances. Over the past five years he has worked tirelessly supporting the school’s vision and 
aims; often sticking his head above the parapet on our behalf. Thank you Barry. However the 
village did not let us down when we sent out a plea for new governors and two members from the 
Parish Church Council have agreed to join our governing body. Governors of schools are 
volunteers and a great deal is expected of them so we are grateful of the support we get from the 
village.  
 
Finally expect to see the children out and about in the village as they have told us they like to take 
their learning outside. We had ‘empty classroom’ days in the Autumn and Spring terms and will be 
repeating this experience in the Summer term. During an empty classroom day the teachers plan 
their lessons using the resources in Great Waldingfield and the surrounding area. They make full 
use of public transport by taking the children to Sudbury and Long Melford on the bus. This year 
some of the older children will go further afield; catching the train from Sudbury and going onto 
Colchester or even London. It is so important for us to fuel their aspirations, inspire them to be 
curious and prepare them for an interconnected global world.” 
 
2018/12 First Friends 
No report submitted. 
 
2018/13 WI 
Maisie Root gave the following report.  “This year has been an enjoyable one; unfortunately we 
have lost several members due to the increase in subscription fees.  We have had a variety of 
speakers, some entertaining, others informative, as we try to cater for all tastes. There were two 
theatre trips to the Regent Theatre in Ipswich, and on our birthday in June we had a boat trip on 
the River Cam and enjoyed a fish and chip lunch on board. 
 
In September we had a cake stall in Sudbury, supported the Horticultural Society, and in February 
we had a 'Soup and Natter' lunch in the Village Hall. Other WI members were invited and we 
catered for approximately 50 people. We have also attended events at The Apex Theatre in 
Bury St Edmunds, and at Christmas, 10 people went to Thursford for the Christmas concert. 
At the April meeting we presented a cheque for E500 to the representative from the 'My Wish' 
cardiac unit (West Suffolk Hospital). 
 
These were the proceeds from our successful cake and catering events. This year we are 
celebrating our 100th birthday and on our actual birthday, 6th June, we are hosting a garden party 
in the home of one of our members, and on Thursday 7th June in the village hall from 5.30-
10.00pm, there will be a buffet supper and entertainment at a cost of £5.00 per person. Invitations 
have been sent to 5 other WI groups and also people from the village.” 
 
2018/14 Branchlines 
David Taylor gave the following report on behalf of Branchlines.” OLD SCHOOL WOOD 
Branchlines, as a charitable voluntary group, has managed the wood for the parish for 10 years 
since 2008, when the land was purchased and planting began. It’s the 10th anniversary this year! 
We have run monthly Saturday morning volunteer working parties. People visit daily and it is used 
by the school for educational trips. 
Trees and wildlife populations continue to flourish. Our financing is from grants and from donations 
by parishioners.  
 
New Since Last Year 
The village school arranged for a professional forest school leader to run a successful weekly 
session in a dedicated area of the wood 
We have now coppiced the osiers (willows) by the pond and all of the new hedge on the top bank.  
We have removed overgrowth of bulrush from the pond.  
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Routine Work 
As usual, a few broken stakes and dead trees needed replacing for which we have our own tree 
nursery on the allotments. 
We mowed paths and grass areas as necessary, with the generous help of local farmer, Mr. 
Cornish.  
We selectively cleared bramble, ragwort and other invasive plants. 
We dealt with minor litter and dog waste problems. 
 
EVENTS 
The annual quiz was, once more, well attended and enjoyed. 
Our AGM was held in January with Howard Leader as speaker. David Taylor was re-elected 
chairman, Ali Butcher secretary, Philip Howlett treasurer.  
 
PLANS 
We will continue routine maintenance. 
This year will hopefully see the purchase of extra land for a forest school, community orchard and 
meadow. 
 
PARTICIPATION 
Monthly working parties attract a regular core of volunteers with newcomers from time to time. This 
is healthy exercise in a lovely setting. We had our fourth Christmas meal out together and are 
planning some local walks involving woodland.  The annual quiz usually brings around sixty people 
to an evening of entertainment and raises some funds for us.  Our AGM in January is accompanied 
by a talk from a local expert; this year Howard Leader spoke about ‘The Ancient Tree Hunt’, a 
national survey of our oldest trees.  Quite a number of village people give regularly to our finances 
and many more have ‘adopted a plot’ in the wood as a one off sponsorship, sometimes in memory 
of a loved one. 
 
Events are held at the wood most years, mainly for educational purposes. Other groups such as 
the children’s ‘WATCH’ group visit. We participate in the annual national ‘big butterfly count’ and 
other wildlife surveys. It’s good to see and hear buzzards overhead regularly now that they are 
nesting nearby. 
 
CHALLENGES 
As in other parts of the village, minor vandalism, dog fouling and litter occur despite notices and 
bins.  Ash trees are gradually succumbing to disease. There is no need to remove them, some will 
survive and the gaps will fill naturally. 
 
NEW LAND UPDATE 
There was a delay while the vendor’s agent sorted out access and assigned a new assistant to this 
project. Ideas for the 0.7 acre plot include meadow and orchard. We were then offered 1.8 acres of 
woodland in addition. Negotiations are at an advanced stage to complete purchase soon with 
generous support from the parish council. If we are successful, more people will have the chance 
to plant a tree or some hedge at public planting days in the autumn.”  
  
2018/15 Village News 
Rev Carolyn Hallett gave the following report.  “We have welcomed some additional volunteer help 
with the magazine in 2017; Ian Cossick is now formatting it for us each month, and Sarah Fensom 
has kindly taken on the advertising including the payments. As well as giving us helpful local 
contacts, the advertising, along with a welcome contribution from the Parish Council, means that 
we don’t need to charge for the magazine.  
 
We are very grateful to Simon Badrick and his team at Stour Business Partners for printing the 
magazine and organising the distribution, and to the faithful band of helpers who fold and staple 
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the copies each month.  Thank you too to those who distribute the magazine; we currently have 
someone for each round but would be very happy to have a few more people on the reserve list.” 
 
2018/16 Horticultural Committee 
No report submitted. 
 
2018/17 Bowls Club 
No report submitted. 
 
2018/18 Speed Watch 
John Steele updated resident on the surveys and objectives of the speed watch scheme in Great 
Waldingfield. 
2018/19 Event Committee 
Barry Abson reported that the committee was now defunct and plans would be put in place to pass 
back funds to the Parish Council. 
 
2018/20 Questions 
There were no questions raised. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 


